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Effect of radix astragali taohong decoction on cellular immune function in breast cancer
patients with postoperative chemotherapy ZHANG Wei-hong , ZHAO Chun-ying ,
ZHANG Xu-feng » ZHENG Jie, ZHENG Yi-hua, LI Xiao-hui, CHANG Liu-liu.
Breast Surgery Department , Affiliated Shuguang Hospital s Shanghai University
of Traditional Chinese Medicine , Shanghai 201203 ,China

[ Abstract] Objective To observe the effect of radix astragali taohong decoction
on cellular immune function in breast cancer patients with postoperative chemothera-
py. Methods FEighty breast cancer patients who had received operation were randomly
divided into two groups: a therapy group (n= 40) treated with epirubicin plus flu-
orouracil (CEF) plus radix astragali taohong decoction, and a control group (n=40)
treated with CEF only. The two groups both received 6 cycles of therapy. The T lym-
phocyte subsets such as CD37,CD47 ,CD8%, CD4" /CD8", as well as natural killer
(NK) cells were detected before and after therapy in both groups. Paired ¢ test,
Mann-Whitney test and ¢ test were applied for comparison of the cell immune function

between the two groups. Results No significant difference in CD3", CD4%, CD8"
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CD4" /CD8" and NK cells was found before therapy between the two groups (P>
0.05). After therapy, CD3" cell and CD4" /CD8" cell in the therapy group were
higher than in the control group(Z=—4.18 P=0.00,Z=—2.14 P=0.03). The
difference in CD41, CD8", and NK cell between pre-therapy and post-therapy was
not statistically significant between the two groups(P>0. 05). In the therapy group
CD3" was significantly higher in post-therapy than in pre-therapy (¢ =75. 48 , P =
0.00). The other indexs were not statistically different between pre and post- therapy
(P>0.05). All indexes in the control group had no statistical difference between pre-
and post-therapy (P>>0. 05). Conclusion Radix astragali taohong decoction can im-
prove the cellular immune function of patients with breast cancer, for it increases
CD3" (T-lymphocytes) and CD4" /CD8" significantly, thus, motivating the body or-
ganisms to raise the ability of resistance to tumor.
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